Montagnard Background Information
The French term Montagnard, meaning "from the mountain(s)" refers to an indigenous people group generally from the Central Highlands of Vietnam.
The indigenous Montagnards Degar peoples have suffered decades of persecution by the Vietnamese government and in January 2006 the US State Department has continued to maintain Vietnam on the “watch list” of “countries that are the worst violators of religious freedom. During the Vietnam War over 40,000 Monagnards served alongside US forces and since 1975 Vietnam has persecuted our people through confiscation of our ancestral lands, Christian religious repression, torture, killings and imprisonment. Over 300 Montagnards remain in Vietnamese prisons today and refugees returned to Vietnam are tortured and imprisoned. Vietnam is however engaged in negotiations to gain accession into the World Trade Organization. 

The Montagnard Foundation is in direct contact with our people throughout the Central Highlands, who with great risk to themselves continue to communicate with those of us who live in freedom in the United States. We, the Montagnards who live in the United States however, cannot forget our brothers and sisters inside Vietnam who suffer and who cry out to the outside world for help. This is why we now write to US Congress in a plea to bring freedom for our people. All we want is human rights and equality for our people and do not wish to halt progress for Vietnam. However, we have over 300 of our people suffering in prison and our villages all over Vietnam report they are under surveillance by security forces.
